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Activity 1 

What question would you ask students to write 
down… and then ask each other? 

Why did you choose to come to Texas A&M?

What is something unique or surprising about where you come 
from? 

What’s a small thing that always makes your day better?

What’s one goal you have for your first year in college?

What makes that 
question effective? 



Activity 2

We will work in pairs for this assignment 

1) Draw a portrait of the person next to you without looking at the 
paper and without lifting your pen from the paper

2) You have 2 minutes. 

 



Creating an atmosphere for collaboration: alignment 

1

2

What are some learning objectives in our class? 

What do you think students are looking for? 



Map a meaningful context: From the past into….       … the future 

Life Map / Mind Map

1) Key Concepts vs key experiences 

2) Interpretation of experiences (in the 
classroom… or as part of the assignment)

3) Use Colors, lines and diagrams 

4) The possibility of including a FUTURE MAP

5) Include clear guidelines (achievements, 
photos, descriptions… ) 

 



7 ways of fostering creative thinking in the classroom 

Tool 1: 

The What:  we are learning something:    STUDY SKILLS 

The So What of the learning:  Since I have learned this what insights do I 
get? 

The Now What of the learning:  I know something useful, I know why 
it is useful, but I need to find an application: a behavior to change / 
and improvement to make. 

This is a debrief framework for any experience: a 
visit to the library, career center… 



7 ways of fostering creative thinking in the classroom 

Tool 2: 

Always use an ice breaker to create a more fun, social, 
and safe environment 

Peer Mentors can help you very much if you let them. 
Debrief with them at the end of the session and give 
feedback. How did it go? What would you do 
differently? 



7 ways of fostering creative thinking in the classroom 

Tool 3: 

Bring humor to the classroom 

If you cannot tell jokes… maybe other people can

You can use fun resources to help people laugh a bit



7 ways of fostering creative thinking in the classroom 

Tool 4: 

Invite people to share during your class: Writing Center, Library, 
Career Center, Success Center…  

Get students to take notes 

Get students to ask questions 

Provide a summary at the end of the session 



7 ways of fostering creative thinking in the classroom 

Tool 5: 

Get people to pair share / group share and report on activities: they 
do most of the talking – you do less talking

Ask people to come up with ideas to solve something… for instance 
overcoming procrastination  

They need to come up with three different ideas and select the best 
and think about the value of that idea… what makes that ideas more 
effective 

Share with other, document and share 



Tool 6: Effects Wheel … an exploration for leverage points 

I overcome 
procrastination

- Worse 
grades  

+ I learn 
more

+

Less 
motivated 

-

+ I get better 
grades 

-

+

-

+
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When you reach 2 or 3 level 
consequences: select the positive 
and negative ones that are most 
likely to happen

Generate 2 different ideas to make 
it happen or to avoid it



7 ways of fostering creative thinking in the classroom 

Tool 7:  Bring variety to the classroom:

1) Cognitive activity: learning about well-being

2) Social activity: get them to interview each other or other people 
about well-being

3) Emotional activity: debrief how they felt about it… did they help 
them learn in a different way. 

Measure the amount of information people are using…. 
Measure the level of connection between people…. 
Measure the level of trust and relationship building…  

Use every opportunity to bring one Aggie core value and make 
connections of how we can belong through leadership and service



Get to know 
each other

Bonus 1 

Mural.co can be used to create a 

community…. 

There students get to know each 

other in a non-threatening way 

and you can share about yourself.



Example 2 
Bonus 2 

Mural.co can be used for student to give feedback….



Example 3 
Bonus 3 

Mural.co can be 

used to capture and 

analyze data



Some final issues 

2
Diverge – converge 

Get students to reflect 

Get students to share 

Get students to document 

Get students to practice and report 
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Finished illustration
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