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CONGRATS…Fall 2025 at A&M is 
going to be amazing!



Overview
Objective: Equip educa tors with pra ctica l 
a ctive  lea rning stra tegies to foste r 
colla bora tion, crea tivity, a nd critica l thinking in 
the  college  cla ssroom.

● Wha t does it look like  when students a re  
enga ged?

● Wha t ba rrie rs might be  present a nd how 
to overcome them?

● Wha t a re  your fa vorite  wa ys to be  
enga ged when lea rning?



Bell ringer

1. THINK Jot down your first thoughts on the following 
prompt: "Think about your experiences with active learning. 
What do you like? What barriers have prevented you from 
learning?"                  (2 minutes)

2. PAIR Turn to the person next to you: Please share your 
reflections and discuss what you liked and/or identified with 
each other’s responses.      (5 minutes) 

3. SHARE Let’s bring those ideas & concerns back to the 
whole group.  We will add them to the cumulative list to see if 
we can find some themes to focus on. (5  minutes)



Why Focus on Enga gement?
Improves 

Understa nd ing  & 
Retention

Boosts Lea rning  & 
Supports Diverse  
Lea rning  Styles

❏ Keeps minds active

❏ Breaks up monotony

❏ Cues student interest

❏ Personally invested

Promotes 
Colla bora tion & 
Communica tion

❏ Develops teamwork
❏ Hone communication skills
❏ Creates peer interaction
❏ Allows for real - time 

feedback

Examples:  

❏ Discussions (think-pair - share)

❏ Problem-solving

❏ Case Studies (real life 

relevance)

❏ Group Work (simulations/roles)



Benefits of Enga ging  Activitie s

Gallery W alks
Concept M aps

(Mind  Ma ps)
❏ Organizing thoughts

❏ Information 

retention

❏ Visualization of big 

picture

Role-playing
❏ Teamwork
❏ Empathy and 

perspective
❏ Communication
❏ Problem solving

❏ Movement for focus

❏ Collaboration

❏ Critical thinking

❏ Social-emotional learning



Gallery Walks
Discussion technique 

that encourages 
encourage active 

learning and interaction. 
It can also help build 
community and get 

students more 
comfortable sharing 

their ideas in a 
supportive setting. 

1. Post open ended questions
2. Assign small groups
3. Encourage short answers
4. Set a timer and rotate with it



Concept/ 
Mind Maps 
Allow 
everyone to 
add their  ideas 
in  words, 
images, and 
connectionsConcep t Ma pp ing



● provides rea l-world  
context

● ca n a pply the ir 
knowledge

● foste rs tea mwork 
● deve lops critica l 

thinking skills.

Role-Play Cards



So let’s try  it out!
Your noteca rd  ha s a  number on it tha t corresponds to 
your sta rting a ctivity.  Ea ch of these  is a  d iffe rent wa y 
to problem solve  through enga gement. 

1. Gallery Walk

2. Concept Mapping

3. Role-playing 

Plea se  move  to the  a ctivity tha t ma tches your number.
We will spend a bout 5 minutes a t ea ch a ctivity. 

These  a re  just to ge t you sta rted  thinking a bout 
d iffe rent wa ys to sha re  informa tion. You do not need  
to “solve” the  problem a t ea ch sta tion.



Sh ar e  ou t  ah a  m om en t s !!

Questions you’d love to ask? ?



Enga ged  Cla ssroom = Ama zing  Outcomes 

❏ Increases critical thinking
❏ Improves academic performance
❏ Greater overall well -being



THANK YOU!
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